       Minutes 
 Spruce Pine Town Council

December 11, 2023 5:30 PM

A meeting of the Town Council was held on December 11, 2023.  Present were Mayor Darla Harding and Council Members Rocky Buchanan, Larry McKinney, James Acuff and Jackie Rensink.  Staff in attendance included Darlene Butler, Crystal Young, Anthony Hensley, Spencer Bost, Michael Wood, Ella Edwards, Kelly Johnson, Kamron Woody and Ethan Sale.  Others attended, including Janet Cook, Elisa Metzler, Don Metzler, Phillip Hise, Wayne Peight, Hilda Peight, Anika Peight, Maya Peight, Kelli Peight, Chad Donnahoo, Tommy Pendley, Heather Pendley, Kelly Jones, Lesia Hise, Donnie Staton, Jeff Harding, Lloyd Hise, Megan Sale and Sarah Quintas (Mitchell News-Journal). 
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Darla Harding called the regular meeting to order at 5:30 PM.  Jackie Rensink gave the invocation.  James Acuff led the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Larry McKinney moved to approve the agenda as presented.  Jackie Rensink seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Jackie Rensink moved to approve the minutes of the November 27, 2023 Public Hearing for the Dahnke rezone.  James Acuff seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

James Acuff moved to approve the minutes of the November 27, 2023 Public Hearing for the Nonresidential Property Maintenance Standards Ordinance.  Rocky Buchanan seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

Rocky Buchanan moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of November 27, 2023.  Jackie Rensink seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

OATH OF OFFICE

Mitchell County Clerk of Court Janet Cook administered the oath of office to Mayor Phillip Hise, and Council Members Wayne Peight and Rocky Buchanan.  Said oaths are incorporated by reference and attached to these minutes.  Upon being sworn in, Mayor Hise and council members Peight and Buchanan were seated at the dais.
MAYOR/COUNCIL/ATTORNEY REQUESTS 

· Rocky Buchanan nominated Larry McKinney as Mayor Pro Tem.   Jackie Rensink seconded the motion, which carried with four in favor, Larry abstaining.

· Larry McKinney nominated Town Manager Darlene Butler as Tax Collector.   Rocky Buchanan seconded the nomination, which carried unanimously.

· Larry McKinney nominated Jackie Rensink to the Main Street Board.   Rocky Buchanan seconded the nomination, which carried with four in favor, Jackie abstaining.

· Larry McKinney nominated Wayne Peight to the Spruce Pine Library Board.   Jackie Rensink seconded the nomination, which carried with four in favor, Wayne abstaining.

· Larry McKinney nominated Rocky Buchanan to the High Country Council of Governments Board.    Wayne Peight seconded the motion, which carried with four in favor, Rocky abstaining.

· Jackie Rensink moved to appoint Chad Donnahoo as Town Attorney.  Rocky Buchanan seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

PUBLIC COMMENT

· None
DEPARTMENT UPDATES 

Parks and Rec
· Parks and Rec Director Michael Wood congratulated the new Council members, and thanked the outgoing members.

· His crew has focused on leave and debris removal, and winterization of the pool house and unheated restrooms.

· The wheelchair swing and fitness equipment have been installed at Brad Ragan Park.  The fencing for the dog park is installed.  The new portable restroom has been delivered to Brad Ragan.

· Michael updated the Council on the winner of the Name the Trail Contest for Brad Ragan’s new trail.  The winner is Melissa Dykewski for the name “The Mineral City Mile”.

Police Department
· Lieutenant Kelly Johnson also congratulated the new Council members, and thanked the outgoing members.  He introduced the two new Spruce Pine Officers, Ethan Sale and Kamron Woody.

· He stated that the department had 351 calls last month.

· One of the new police vehicles will be ready to pick up this week.  

· Shop With a Cop provided for 63 kids this year, and went great.
· The second K-9 dog is training on tracking.  Handler school for Officer Dalton Mace will be held in March.

Finance
· Finance Officer Crystal Young offered her congratulations to the new council members and noted that she will miss the retiring members.
· Crystal Young gave the Council an update on the financials for the period ending November 30, 2023.  Sid report is incorporated by reference and attached to these minutes.

· Crystal introduced the new utility clerk, Elisa Metzler, who will begin her employment on December 19th.

Water and Sewer
· Project Manager Donnie Staton with Veolia gave his reports for the months of October and November.  Said reports are incorporated by reference and attached to these minutes.  

· He advised the Council that a new pump for the Toe River Intake has been ordered and will take 5-6 weeks to receive.  It will cost approximately $65,000.

· Donnie showed the award presented to the water plant for excellence in turbidity control in water production.
Public Works
· Public Works Director Anthony Hensley, who started work in mid-November, presented a report for his department.  Said report is incorporated by reference and attached to these minutes.

· The Council welcomed Anthony to the Town staff.

Main Street

· Main Street Director Spencer Bost gave his monthly report.  He thanked Darla and James and welcomed the new Council members.  

· He thanked L&L Furniture for their donation of a fire pit for the pocket park.  It was well used over Halloween and Small Business Saturday.

· He attended a Blue Ridge Rising event, focused on the Blue Ridge Parkway and gateway communities.

· He has around 40 applications for his part-time media assistant and will interview several.

ACTION AGENDA - none
MANAGER’S UPDATE
· Town Manager Darlene Butler updated the Council on various grant statuses:

1. Stormwater Assessment & Planning Project – Requests for Qualifications went out on November 28th.  This grant awarded by NCDEQ is for $300,000.  High Country Council of Governments will administer the grant and complete the GIS mapping.

2. Streetscape Project - Withers-Ravenel’s RFQ was accepted and a contract will be negotiated for the Street Scape Project.  Two grants have been awarded for this project, $50,000 from NC Commerce, and $150,000 from USDA.

3. Water & Sewer Asset Inventory and Assessment Grant – a February decision is expected for this grant application for $300,000.

4. Hwy. 226 Water Line Replacement Grant – this grant application for an EDA Disaster Grant to complete funding for the water line project is awaiting decision.

5. Water Tank Addition Grant – This BRIC grant application draft has been submitted.

6. Walking Bridge Grant – The NCDOT Carbon Reduction Grant application has been submitted and is awaiting decision.

· Darlene noted that decisions on some of the grants submitted for water projects will help inform the Town Council when prioritizing projects to be funded by the $2.5 million direct appropriation grant from the State of North Carolina.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned by motion of Jackie Rensink.

__________________________                 __________________________________________                                                                                                            

Darlene Butler, Manager                             Phillip Hise, Mayor

/Acting Town Clerk              
                                                                     __________________________________________

                                                                     Rocky Buchanan, Council Member

                                                                     __________________________________________

                                                                     Larry McKinney, Mayor Pro Tem
                                                                     __________________________________________

                                                                     Wayne Peight, Council Member

                                                                     __________________________________________

                                                                     Jackie Rensink, Council Member

