   Minutes

 Spruce Pine Town Council

Monday, October 23rd, 2023
A meeting of the Town Council was held on October 23, 2023.  Present were Mayor Darla Harding and Council Members Jackie Rensink, Larry McKinney, and Rocky Buchanan.  Staff in attendance included Darlene Butler, Crystal Young, Spencer Bost, and Shelley Buchanan.  Others attended, including Chad Donnahoo, Phillip Hise, and Josh Boone. 
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Darla Harding called the regular meeting to order at 5:30 PM.  Rocky Buchanan gave the invocation.   Larry McKinney led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
Rocky Buchanan moved to approve the agenda with the addition of a water tap request and a solicitation permit request to the action agenda.  Larry McKinney seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Larry McKinney moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of October 9th, 2023.  Jackie Rensink seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.  

APPOINTMENTS- none 
PUBLIC COMMENT
Josh Boone requested the Council consider approving a Solicitation Permit Application for the Spruce Pine Volunteer Fire Departments fundraiser to benefit the Shop with a Cop and the Angel Tree Programs.  This fundraiser will take place at the intersection of 19E and 226 on November 11th.  He apologized for the late request and thanked them for their consideration.  He ended his comments by stating if the Council ever has any questions or concerns about the SPVFD please reach out to them.  
ACTION AGENDA 
Larry McKinney made a motion to approve the Special Permit Application for the 2024 Spruce Pine Alien Festival.  Jackie Rensink seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.  
Crystal Young read and explained a resolution to approve a Municipal Accounting Services, Cybersecurity and Technical Assistance Memorandum of agreement.   Said resolution is incorporated by reference and attached to these minutes.  This resolution will allow the NC League of Municipalities to use $80,000 of ARPA funds towards these issues listed in the resolution as well as engineering and planning of future projects.  

Crystal read and explained the General Fund Budget Ordinance Amendment #1.  Said ordinance is incorporated by reference and attached to these minutes.  Larry McKinney moved to approve Budget Ordinance Amendment #1.  Rocky Buchanan seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.  

Crystal presented an ordinance to declare a 2010 Ford f-150 as surplus property and authorization to auction.  Said ordinance is incorporated by reference and attached to these minutes.  Larry McKinney moved to approve this ordinance.  Rocky Buchanan seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.  

Darlene Butler presented a request from Main Street Director Spencer Bost to increase the hourly rate of pay for his part time Main Street Assistant.  He would like to offer this position at $16.00 per hour and no more than 16 hours per week as opposed to the current rate of $13.00 per hour and 19 hours per week.  Jackie Rensink moved to approve the amendment.  Rocky Buchanan seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.  

Jackie Rensink moved to provide water at outside rates with no annexation to JR Hughes at Timberline Trail.  Larrry McKinney seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.   

Larry McKinney moved to approve the Solicitation Permit Request made by SPVFD for November 11, 2023.  Jackie Rensink seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.  

CLOSED SESSION 

Mayor Harding asked for a motion to enter into closed session.  Larry McKinney made a motion to enter into closed session citing NC G.S. 143.318.11(a)(3)(6).  Jackie Rensink seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.

Upon return to open session Mayor Harding stated no action was taken in Closed Session.    

TOWN MANAGER

· Darlene is still working with the HCCOG on the Carbon Reduction grant for the footbridge.  The RFQ for the stormwater assessment and planning project has been signed off on.  
· The grant applications for water and sewer Asset Inventory and Assessment are in and we are now waiting to hear if they are funded.  

· Chad made a couple of changes to the Vacant Building Standards Ordinance.  The changes include the addition of abandoned swimming pools and removing attorney fees.  These changes will be implemented into the document then there will be a second reading and possible adoption.  
MAYOR/COUNCIL REQUESTS / COMMENTS

· Rocky Buchanan asked when the HCCOG will have the stormwater assessment completed. Darlene replied she believed they would start in early spring maybe sooner.   
ADJOURNMENT

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned by motion of Rocky Buchanan at 7:05 PM.
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