       Minutes 
 Spruce Pine Town Council

December 09, 2019 5:30 PM

A meeting of the Town Council was held on December 09, 2019.  Present were Mayor Darla Harding and Council Members Rocky Buchanan, Larry McKinney, James Acuff and Jackie Rensink.  Staff in attendance included Richard Canipe, Darlene Butler, Crystal Young, Tiffany Williams, Libby Phillips and Cory Blevins.  Others attended, including Janet Cook, Phillip Cook, Claire Wygand, Doug Tennant, Lloyd Hise, Jr., Chantelle Harding, Lindsay Harding, Jeff Harding, Zan Sistare, Zac Taylor, Kevin Taylor, Gregory Taylor, Jenny Escobar, Christopher Escobar, Christy Hemenway and  Corey Spiers (Mitchell News-Journal). 
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Darla Harding called the regular meeting to order at 5:30 PM.  Rocky Buchanan gave the invocation.  James Acuff  led the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Larry McKinney moved to adopt the agenda as presented.  Jackie Rensink seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Jackie Rensink moved to approve the minutes of the November 25, 2019 regular meeting.   Larry McKinney seconded the motion, which carried unanimously. 
OATH OF OFFICE

Mitchell County Clerk of Court Janet Cook administered the oath of office to Mayor Darla Harding, and Council Members Rocky Buchanan and James Acuff.  Said oaths are incorporated by reference and attached to these minutes.

MAYOR/COUNCIL/ATTORNEY REQUESTS / COMMENTS

· James Acuff nominated Larry McKinney for Mayor Pro Tem.   Jackie Rensink seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.

· Larry McKinney nominated Richard Canipe as Tax Collector.   Jackie Rensink seconded the nomination, which carried with all present in favor.

· Larry McKinney nominated  Jackie Rensink to the Main Street Board.   James Acuff seconded the nomination, which carried with all present in favor.

· James Acuff nominated Rocky Buchanan to the Spruce Pine Library Board.   Larry McKinney seconded the nomination, which carried with all present in favor.

· Darla Harding nominated Rocky Buchanan to the High Country Council of Governments Board.    Larry McKinney seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.

· Larry McKinney nominated Lloyd Hise, Jr. as Town Attorney.   Jackie Rensink seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.

APPOINTMENTS 
Doug Tennant from Combs, Tennant & Carpenter, PC, presented the completed 2018/19 Financial Audit.  He noted that the town received a clean, unqualified opinion.  He discussed the Balance Sheet of Governmental Funds and pointed out that the Town has a healthy fund balance of $2.7 million.  They noted that the Proprietary Funds were in great shape as well.  The Analysis of Current Tax Levy showed the property tax collection rate at 98.4% on June 30, 2019.  

The Water/Sewer Fund showed a loss of $123,000, due to the possible payback requirements for the grant used to extend sewer to PRC.  Per Attorney Lloyd Hise, Jr., the Town can file a lien on the property if the grant payback is required.

The auditors complimented the staff.  The Council and staff thanked the auditors for a job well done.

CONSENT AGENDA - none
ACTION AGENDA
Rocky Buchanan moved to release $419.96 in business personal property taxes for Bell South .  Larry McKinney seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.  Said release is incorporated by reference and attached to these minutes.
Jackie Rensink moved to release $43.64 in personal property taxes for Kevin Glenn.  Rocky Buchanan seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.  Said release is incorporated by reference and attached to these minutes.
Finance Officer Crystal Young presented Financial Reports as of November 30.  Said reports are incorporated by reference and attached to these minutes.  She noted that she has submitted claims for $11,552 in property taxes to the debt set-off program.  

Crystal presented General Fund Budget Ordinance Amendment #1, which increased appropriations for Economics, Police Department, and Revolving Loan by $123,386.00.  Revenues were increased for 2019 Taxes, Police Dept. Grants, and Fund Balance for a total of $123,386.00.  Jackie Rensink moved to adopt Budget Amendment #1.  Larry McKinney seconded the motion, which carried unanimously.  Said amendment is incorporated by reference and attached to these minutes.  Richard Canipe noted that the loss shown for the McCall's Building Loan was expected, and was the Town's contribution to the project.
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Christy Hemenway approached the Council about a membership-based business association forming to support business owners and building owners in the 28777 zip code.  She is calling it Twenty-eight-triple-seven.  She answered Richard that the association differed from the Mitchell Chamber of Commerce and Spruce Pine Main Street in the area served.

Mayor Harding welcomed those Boy Scouts who were present to work on their Citizen in the Community Merit Badges.

New police officer Cory Blevins was welcomed to the police force.  Cory thanked the Council for the opportunity.
Main Street Director Libby Phillips introduced Tiffany Williams as her new assistant.  Tiffany stated that she grew up in Spruce Pine and was happy to be back.

DEPARTMENT UPDATES – none
MANAGER’S UPDATE
Richard Canipe noted that Ethics Training is scheduled in Boone tomorrow at the Blue Ridge Electric building.  HCCOG.
The employee Christmas lunch is Wednesday at noon.

Keith Johnson, the owner of the old Hampshire Hosiery property, is making progress on the clean up.

The Town's insurance carrier advised that a family bike path would be covered under liability insurance with no increase.  A mountain bike track with obstacles, ramps and jumps would be excluded from coverage.

TOWN ATTORNEY

Attorney Lloyd Hise, Jr. led  discussion regarding an appearance standards change to the Zoning Ordinance.   

He noted that the first step toward Appearance Standards would require the appointment of an Appearance Commission.  Such a commission must have from 7 to 15 members that live in the city limits, who should possess special training in the areas of engineering, building, landscaping and the like.  Term limits cannot exceed four years.  This commission would consider commercial districts only, and would apply only in cases of renovations and new construction.  

Attorney Hise advised that other Council concerns could possibly be addressed through existing local zoning laws and NC state statutes.  Council Member Rocky Buchanan expressed his concern that the town needs a policy governing electronic billboards. 

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned by motion of Jackie Rensink at 6:50 PM.
__________________________                 __________________________________________                                                                                                            

Darlene Johnson Butler, Town Clerk          Darla Harding, Mayor

                                                                     __________________________________________

                                                                     Rocky Buchanan, Council Member

                                                                     __________________________________________

                                                                     Larry McKinney, Mayor Pro Tem
                                                                     _____________________________________

                                                                     James Acuff, Council Member 
                                                                     __________________________________________

                                                                     Jackie Rensink, Council Member

