   Minutes

 Spruce Pine Town Council

Monday, October 28, 2019
A meeting of the Town Council was held on October 28, 2019.  Present were Mayor Darla Harding and Council Members Larry McKinney, James Acuff and Jackie Rensink.  Staff in attendance included Richard Canipe, Crystal Young, Bill Summerlin, Matthew Custode, Kelly Johnson,  and Darlene Butler.  Others attended, including Lori McIntyre, Claire Wygand, and Corey Spiers (Mitchell News-Journal). 
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Darla Harding called the regular meeting to order at 5:30 PM.  Jackie Rensink gave the invocation.   Larry McKinney led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
James Acuff moved to approve the agenda as presented.      Jackie Rensink seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

James Acuff moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of October 14, 2019.  Jackie Rensink seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.    
APPOINTMENTS - NONE
ACTION AGENDA
Finance Officer Crystal Young described a property tax release for equipment at Blue Ridge Regional Hospital.  Jackie Rensink moved to release the 2019 property taxes in the amount of $1306.44 for CHG Meridian.  James Acuff seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.  Said release is incorporated by reference and attached to these minutes. 
Town Manager Richard Canipe advised the Council that the town is looking to participate in a debt setoff program through the NC League of Municipalities.  Any utility, tax or citation debt over $50 owed to the Town within the past 3 years can be turned in for garnishment of state tax refunds or lottery proceeds.  Crystal Young noted that the town has $6000 in utility debts, and $10,000 in property tax debt.  A letter from the Town to the debtor begins the process.  Larry McKinney moved to adopt the NC Local Government Setoff Program Resolution for the Town of Spruce Pine, NC.  James Acuff seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.  Said resolution is incorporated by reference and attached to these minutes.  
TOWN MANAGER

Richard Canipe was unable to set a meeting with the town attorney, or with Trey Oakley of the YMCA, as both are out of town.
The 2020/21 town  budget will need to include a service utility truck for public works, and a patrol vehicle for the police department.  Finance Officer Crystal Young has been looking into the possibility of applying for a USDA grant and low interest loan.  The purchase would require using the state contract.  Consensus of the Council was to apply for funding for up to three vehicles.

Consensus of Council was to cancel the Nov. 11 meeting since it falls on Veteran’s Day.  A special meeting may be called to discuss the appearance standards ordinance with attorney Lloyd Hise, Jr.

The Town will hand out Halloween candy downtown on Thursday.

Chief Bill Summerlin asked if there were town ordinances that give his department the authority to ask people to leave after hours.  No ordinances exist at this time.

MAYOR/COUNCIL
Mayor Harding noted that the police canine appears to be working out well.  Officer Kelly Johnson updated the Council on the dog's successes.
ADJOURNMENT

Larry McKinney moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:59 PM.
__________________________                 ____________________________________________                                                                                                            

Darlene Butler, Town Clerk                        Darla Harding, Mayor                                                                                                                               
                                                                     ____________________________________________

                                                                     Larry McKinney, Mayor Pro Tem
                                                                     ________absent_______________________________
                                                                     Rocky Buchanan, Council Member 
                                                                     ____________________________________________

                                                                     James Acuff, Council Member
                                                                     ____________________________________________
                                                                     Jackie Rensink, Council Member

