   Minutes

 Spruce Pine Town Council

Monday, February 11, 2019
A meeting of the Town Council was held on February 11, 2019.  Present were Mayor Darla Harding and Council Members  James Acuff, Rocky Buchanan,  and Jackie Rensink.  Staff in attendance included Richard Canipe, Darlene Butler, Phillip Hise, Michael Wood, Bill Summerlin, Crystal Young, and Libby Phillips.  Others attended, including Russell Lankford, Trey Oakley, Meredith Hoilman, Jeff Harding, Vern Grindstaff, Jimmy Phillips, Stephanie Whitson, Bill Wygand, Starli McDowell, Alex Glover, Jimmy Hinshaw, Jackie Hinshaw, Roger Hinshaw, Nancy Hinshaw and Corey Spiers (Mitchell News-Journal). 
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Darla Harding called the regular meeting to order at 5:30 PM.  James Acuff gave the invocation.   Jackie Rensink led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
Jackie Rensink moved to approve the agenda, deleting the appointment for Keith Moir.     James Acuff seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Rocky Buchanan moved to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of January 14, 2019.   James Acuff seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.    
DEPARTMENT UPDATES

Water & Sewer

· Russell Lankford distributed the Veolia Monthly Operations Report for January, which is incorporated by reference and attached to these minutes.

Public Works 

· Phillip Hise distributed open and closed work orders.  There were 113 completed work orders and  4 open ones. 

· KRG Utilities videoed and cleaned several sewer lines.  

· The new street sweeper is doing great.

Parks & Rec

· Michael Wood updated the Council on park work in January.

Main Street

· Libby Phillips presented the Spruce Pine Main Street Executive Director's Report for February, which is incorporated by reference and attached to these minutes.  
Police Department

· Chief Bill Summerlin noted that he is waiting on Raleigh paperwork for two new employees.  His staff is covering all shifts.

· Kelly Johnson is looking for information for the Council on the drug dog.   Finance Officer Crystal Young noted that there are enough funds in the drug forfeiture account to cover the cost of the dog.

Finance

· Finance Officer Crystal Young presented financials through January 31st , analysis of the tax levy, and delinquent property tax listing.  These documents are incorporated by reference and attached to these minutes.  Jackie Rensink moved to advertise delinquent tax liens, sending them to the newspaper on April 19th.  Rocky Buchanan seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.

· She asked that Council members check their calendars in order to schedule a budget kick off meeting during April.
APPOINTMENTS 

Trey Oakley, CEO of Avery County's Williams YMCA, updated the Council on the Mitchell Wellness Initiative.  Several groups have met with him about the possibility of opening a YMCA in Mitchell County under the umbrella of Williams YMCA.  Wellness and out-of-school care are primary considerations.  The next step in applying for a charter is to decide on a physical location, which must be in the 28777 zip code.  One possibility is the lease, purchase, or donation of property at Brad Ragan Park.  Town Manager Richard Canipe requested Council permission to discuss options with the town attorney, Lloyd Hise, Jr.  Consensus of the Council was to proceed.  An answer should be available by February 25th.  Alex Glover noted that now is an excellent time to apply for grants from the AMY and Dogwood trusts.
Starli McDowell distributed brochures about the Overmountain Victory Trail.  A group has been working to get it through Mitchell County for 5 years.  They now would like to connect the Overmountain Victory Trail in Spruce Pine to Lake James and the Fonta Flora State Trail.  The National Park System has offered a $60,000 planning grant for a regional plan.  The grant requires a $40,000 match.  Starli is asking for $5000 from each city and county in the affected area.  Mitchell County EDC will vote on 2/22.  Rocky Buchanan moved that pending the commitment of the remainder of the match, the town will agree to contribute $5000.  James Acuff seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.
Jimmy Hinshaw presented a plan for a downtown festival called the S.P.A.C.E.  Festival (Spruce Pine Alien Conference and Expo). He noted that he has support from Main Street, the police department, and the Mitchell News-Journal.  Jackie Rensink moved to offer Council support for the festival.  Rocky Buchanan seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.

CONSENT AGENDA - none
ACTION AGENDA 
Rocky Buchanan moved to appoint Nancy Burleson to the AMY Regional Library Board.  Jackie Rensink seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.

Rocky Buchanan moved to release $112.20 in property taxes for John Hulvey, 207 Beaver Creek Road.  James Acuff seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.  Said release is incorporated by reference and attached to these minutes.
Rocky Buchanan moved to release $58.29 in property taxes for Boone Automotive, 122 Shannon Drive.  James Acuff seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.  Said release is incorporated by reference and attached to these minutes.
Rocky Buchanan moved to approve a solicitation permit request from the Mitchell Soccer Club for March 2nd at the intersection of US 19E and NC 226. Jackie Rensink seconded the motion, which carried with all present in favor.  Said request is incorporated by reference and attached to these minutes.

PUBLIC COMMENT
Bill Wygand questioned if the Town Council is considering ordinances regarding protecting the physical appearance of the town.   Per Mayor Harding, they are.   He asked Starli if she had contacted tourism and development in Old Fort.  Starli responded that they are concentrating on Marion for the time being.  
TOWN MANAGER

· Town Manager Richard Canipe thinks YMCA is a great idea, especially under the Williams blanket.  
· A Letter of Commitment will be provided for Starli.
· The area at the end of Elm Street that was old Beaver Creek Rd. is still NCDOT right-of-way.
· Carl Sillman has until February 15th to have his tenants clean up 37 Beaver Creek.
· The property at 165 Beaver Creek has been cleaned up.
· Town attorney Lloyd Hise, Jr. is working on foreclosure for the properties with the highest past due taxes.
· He will work with Attorney Hise on design and appearance standards.  
· Richard has been working on projects through the Economic Development Commission.  
· Bill Wygand  requested that the town make zoning a positive word.   Mayor Harding thanked him and his wife for their interest.
MAYOR/COUNCIL REQUESTS / COMMENTS 
· Mayor Harding advised that the Council has been invited to meet the new associate dean of the ECU Dental School on Feb. 18th at 4:00 PM at the school.
· She noted that a second meeting in February will probably be necessary.
ADJOURNMENT

Jackie Rensink moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:06 PM.
__________________________                 ____________________________________________                                                                                                            

Darlene Butler, Town Clerk                        Darla Harding, Mayor                                                                                                                               
                                                                     _____absent__________________________________

                                                                     Larry McKinney, Mayor Pro Tem
                                                                     ____________________________________________
                                                                     Rocky Buchanan, Council Member 
                                                                     ____________________________________________

                                                                     James Acuff, Council Member
                                                                     ____________________________________________
                                                                     Jackie Rensink, Council Member

